Late in 1960 an epidemic of syphilis started in Copenhagen where the infection had been rare for several years. It came upon us rather unexpectedly, although the incidence of gonorrhoea was known to have doubled in the two preceding years.
The start of this epidemic seemed quite alarming, as the number of cases increased ten-fold from one quarter of the year to the next. The group of patients treated by the University Clinic appeared to be fairly representative of conditions in the city as a whole and I shall limit my account to a description of 103 consecutive patients treated at the clinic, comparing some of the facts with those relating to the patients treated in the same institution in 1949. The incidence in 1961 was exactly the same as in 1949 during the decline of the epidemic associated with the second world war.
The Figure shows Promiscuity.- Table III classifies the promiscuity of the patients, heterosexual as well as homosexual, according to frequency of contacts ("infrequent" means less than once a month. "occasional" more than once a month but less than once a week, "promiscuous" more than three partners within the last 2 months). Table III shows that sexual ambivalence is very common but is more often associated with a lower rate of activity. 
CLINICAL COMMENTS ON THE START OF AN EPIDEMIC OF SYPHILIS
Site ofInfection.-The site of the primary lesion is analysed according to the sexual behaviour of the individual, in Table IV . It is obvious that a tonsillar infection is mechanically much better explained by homosexual association. 
